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	Area 83,871 sq.km, Population 8.7 million, Austrian 91.1%, former Yugoslavs 4%, Turks 1.6%, Germans 0.9%; 89% German speaking.
Catholic 74%, Protestant 5%, Muslim 4%, Orthodox 2%, Other 15%

	
	Labor 3.9 million:  Agriculture 0.7%, Industry 25.3%, Services 74%

	
	GDP US$417 million, GDP Per capita $47,900, Growth 1.5% (2016)

GDP by sector:  Agriculture 1.3%, Industry 28.1%, Services 70.6%

	
	Exports US$144 billion: machinery & equipment, motor vehicles, paper, metal goods, chemicals, iron and steel, textiles, foodstuffs Germany 30.5%, USA 6.6%, Italy 6.4%, Switzerland 5.5%, France 4.1%

	
	Imports US$149 billion:  commodities, machinery & equipment, motor vehicles, chemicals, metal goods, oil & oil products, foodstuffs

Germany 37.2%, Italy 6.2%, China 5.9%, Switzerland 5.3%, Czech 4.3%


The origins of modern-day Austria date back to the time of the Hapsburg dynasty, when the vast majority of the country was part of the Holy Roman Empire.  From the time of the Reformation, many northern German princes, resenting the authority of the Emperor, used Protestantism as a flag of rebellion.  The Thirty Years war, the influence of the Kingdom of Sweden and the Kingdom of France, the rise of the Kingdom of Prussia, and the Napoleonic Invasion all weakened the power of the Emperor in the north of Germany, but in the south, and in non-German areas of the empire, the Emperor and Catholicism maintained control. 
During the 17th and 18th centuries, Austria retained its position as one of the great powers of Europe and in response to the coronation of Napoleon as the Emperor of the French, the Austrian Empire was officially proclaimed in 1804.  Following the fall of Napoleon, Prussia emerged as Austria’s chief competitor for rule of the Greater Germany.  Austria’s defeat at the battel of Königgrätz, during the Austro-Prussian War of 1866, cleared the way for Prussia to assert control over the rest of Germany.  In 1867, the empire was reformed into Austria-Hungary.  After the defeat of France in the 1870-1 Franco Prussian war, Austria was excluded from the new German Empire.  During the 1914 July Crisis that followed the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, Austria Hungary, emboldened by the pledge of German support, declared was on Serbia, which the escalated into World War I.
After the collapse of the Hapsburg Empire in1918 at the end of World War I, Austria adopted the name the Republic of German Austria, in an attempt at union with Germany, but was forbidden by the Treaty of Versailles. The name was changed to Austria and the First Austrian Republic was established in 1919. In 1938 Nazi Germany annexed Austria in the Anschluss.  This lasted until the end of World War II, after which Germany was occupied by the Allies and Austria’s former democratic constitution was restored in 1955. The Austrian State Treaty reestablished Austria as a sovereign state, ending the occupation.  In the same year, the Austrian Parliament created the Declaration of Neutrality, which declared that the Second Austrian Republic would become permanently neutral.

Today, Austria is a parliamentary representative democracy comprising nine federal states; the capital and largest city is Vienna.  Austria is consistently ranked as one of the richest countries in the World by per capita GDP terms.  The country has a well-developed social market economy and a high standard of living. Until the 1980’s, many of Austria’s largest industry firms were nationalized; in recent years, however, privatization has reduced state holdings to a level comparable with other European economies.  
Austria has been a member of the United Nations since 1955, joined the European Union in 1995, and is a founder of the OECD.  Austria also signed the Schengen Agreement in 1995, and adopted the Euro in 1999.

