Croatia
	

	Area 56,394 sq.km, Population 4.3 million - Croat 90.4%, Serb 4.4% Languages: Croatian 95.6%, Serbian 1.2%, other 1.2% (Hungarian/Czech)
Religions: Roman Catholic 86.3%, Orthodox 4.4%, Muslim 1.5%, Atheist 3.8%

	
	Labor 198,700:  Agriculture 4.8%, Industry 22.2%, Services 73%

	
	GDP (PPP) US $101 billion, GDP Per capita $24,400, Growth 2.8% (2017)

GDP by sector:  Agriculture 3.3%, Industry 34.3%, Services 62.9%

	
	Exports US $15.8 billion: Commodities, machinery, textiles, chemicals to 
Italy 13.4%, Germany 12.2% Slovenia 10.6% Bosnia 9.8%, Austria 6.2% 
Imports $24.6 billion: commodities, machinery and equipment, chemicals from Germany 15.7%, Italy 12.9%, Slovenia 10.7%, Hungary 7.5%, Austria 7.5%

	
	


The Croats arrived in the area in the 6th century; Croatia was elevated to the status of a Kingdom in 925 and retained its sovereignty for nearly two centuries. It entered a personal union with Hungary in 1102. In 1527, faced with Ottoman conquest, the Croatian Parliament elected Ferdinand 1st of Hapsburg to the Croatian throne. In 1918 the Croats, Serbs, and Slovenes formed a kingdom known after 1929 as Yugoslavia. Following World War II, Yugoslavia became a federal independent communist state consisting of 6 socialist republics under the strong hand of marshal Josip Broz, aka TITO. Although Croatia declared its independence from Yugoslavia in 1991, it took four years of sporadic fighting before occupying Serb armies were cleared from the Croatian lands, along with the majority of Croatia’s ethnic Serb population.  Under UN supervision, the last Serb-held enclave in eastern Slavonia was returned to Croatia in 1998.  The country joined NATO in April 2009 and the EU in July 2013.
Though still one of the wealthiest of the former Yugoslav republics, Croatia’s economy suffered badly during the 1991-95 war and Croatia missed the early waves of investment in Central and Eastern Europe that followed the fall in the Berlin Wall.  Between 2000 and 2007 Croatia’s economic fortunes began to improve with a steady GDP growth between 4% and 6%, led by a rebound in tourism and consumer spending.  Inflation over the same period remained tame and the currency, the kuna, stable. Croatia experienced an abrupt slowdown in the economy in 2008 and was relatively stagnant through 2014, but has picked up since then with an average 2.8% growth through 2017.  In 2016 Croatia revised its tax code to stimulate growth from domestic consumption and foreign investment.  At the start of 2018, the government announced its economic reform plan, slated for implementation in 2019.
Tourism is one of the pillars of the Croatian economy, comprising, 19.6% of Croatia’s GDP.  Its positive effects are felt throughout the economy in terms of increased business volume in retail business and summer season employment. The industry is considered as an export business, because it substantially reduces the country’s external trade imbalance. Since the end of the Croatian War of Independence, the tourist industry has grown rapidly, recording a fourfold increase in tourist numbers, with more than 11 million tourists each year. The bulk of the tourist industry is concentrated along the Adriatic Sea coast and adjacent islands, with particular emphasis on nautical and cultural tourism relying on the appeal of the medieval costal cities.  Inland areas offer agro-tourism, mountain resorts, and spas.  Zagreb (the capital) is also a significant tourist destination.
Croatia is working on becoming a regional energy hub, and is undertaking plans to open a floating liquefied natural gas (LNG) regasification terminal by the end of 2019 or early in 2020 to import LNG for redistribution to southeast Europe.  The natural gas transportation system comprises 2,113 kilometers (1,313 miles) of trunk and regional gas pipelines.
