Republic of Kosovo
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	Area 10,887 sq.km. Population 1.88 million; Ethnic Groups, Albanians 92.9%, Bosniac 1.6%, Serb 1.5%, Turk 1.1%, Other 2.9%
Muslim 95.6%, Roman Catholic 2.2%, Orthodox 1.5%, Other 0.7%

	
	Labor 483,000 – Agriculture 5.9%, Industry 16.8%, Services 77.3%

	
	GDP US$18.5 billion, GDP Per capita $10,000, Growth 4.1% (2016)

GDP by sector - Agriculture 12.9%, Industry 22.6%, Services 64.5%

	
	Exports US$349 million, commodities, metal products, machinery,

foodstuffs, beverages & tobacco, vegetables, textiles & apparel

Partners –  Italy 26%, Albania 15%, Macedonia 10%, China 6%, Germany 5%, Switzerland 5%, Turkey 4%

Imports US$2.7 billion, commodities, foodstuffs, wood, chemicals, 
machinery, minerals, textiles, electrical equipment ceramics/glass

	
	Key partners – Germany 12% Macedonia 12%, Serbia 11% Italy 9%, Turkey 9%, China 6%, Albania 4%


 The central Balkans were part of the Roman and Byzantine Empires before ethnic Serbs migrated to the territories of modern Kosovo in the 7th century.  During the medieval period, Kosovo became the center of the Serbian Empire and saw the construction of many important Serb religious sites, including Serbian Orthodox monasteries.  The defeat of Serbian forces at the battle of Kosovo in1389 led to five centuries of Ottoman rule during which large numbers of Turks and Albanians moved to Kosovo.  By the end of the 19th century, Albanians replaced Serbs as the dominant ethnic group. Serbia reacquired control over the region from the Ottoman Empire during the first Balkan war of 1912.  After World War II, Kosovo’s  present-day boundaries were established when Kosovo became an autonomous province of Serbia in the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Despite legislative concessions, Albanian nationalism increased in the 1980’s, which led to riots and calls for Kosovo’s independence.  The Serbs instituted a new constitution in1989 revoking Kosovo’s autonomous status.  Kosovo’s Albanian leaders responded in 1991 by organizing a referendum declaring Kosovo independent.  Serbia undertook repressive measures against the Kosovar Albanians in the 1990’s provoking the Kosovar Albanian insurgency.
Beginning in 1998, Serbia conducted a brutal counterinsurgency campaign that resulted in massacres and massive expulsions of ethnic Albanians.  After international attempts to mediate the conflict failed, a 3 month NATO military operation in March 1999 forced the Serbs to agree to withdraw their military and police forces from Kosovo and Kosovo was placed under UN interim administration. A UN-led process began in late 2005 to determine Kosovo’s final status.  The 2006-07 negotiations ended without agreement between Belgrade and Pristina; finally, on February 17th 2008, the Kosovo Assembly declared Kosovo independent.  Since then, over 100 countries have recognized Kosovo’s independence.  Serbia continues to reject Kosovo’s independence, but the two countries reached an agreement to normalize their relations in April 2013 through EU facilitated talks and are currently engaged in the implementation process.  Kosovo seeks full integration into the international community, and has pursued bilateral recognitions and eventual membership in international organizations such as the UN, EU, and NATO.

Kosovo, classified as a lower-middle-income country by international financial institutions, has experienced solid economic growth over the last decade and is one of only four countries in Europe to experience growth in every year since the onset of the global financial crisis in 2008. Most of this economic development has taken place in the trade, retail and construction sectors; in terms of its future potential, Kosovo has large reserves of base metals (lead, zinc, copper, nickel) and of lignite.
