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	Area 65,300 sq.km, Population 2.8 million, Lithuanian 84% Polish 7%, Russian 6%, Belarusian 1%; 82% Lithuanian speaking, Russian 8%.
Catholic 77%, Russian Orthodox 4%, Evangelical 1%, none 6%

	
	Labor 1.5 million:  Agriculture 9.1%, Industry 25.2%, Services 65.8%

	
	GDP US$86 billion, GDP Per capita $30,000, Growth 2.3% (2016)

GDP by sector:  Agriculture 3.3%, Industry 30.4%, Services 66.4%

	
	Exports US$24 billion: commodities, refined fuel, machinery and equipment, chemicals, textiles, foodstuffs, plastics;  Russia 14%, Germany 12%,  Poland 11%,  Latvia 8%,  Italy 5%,  Netherlands 5%

	
	Imports US$26 billion:  commodities, oil/natural gas, machinery and equipment, transport equipment, chemicals, metals, textiles
Russia 14%, Germany 12%, Poland 11%, Latvia 8%, other EU 14%


For centuries, the southeastern shores of the Baltic were inhabited by various Baltic tribes.  In 1236, the Lithuanian lands were united under Mindaugus, King of Lithuania; over the next century, through alliances and conquest, Lithuania expanded its territory to include most of present-day Belarus and Ukraine.  By the end of the 14th century Lithuania was the largest state in Europe. An alliance with Poland in 1386 led the two countries into a union; in 1569, Lithuania and Poland formally united into a single dual state, the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. This entity survived until 1795 when its remnants were partitioned by surrounding countries.  Lithuania regained its independence following World War I but in the midst of World War II was first occupied by the Soviet Union and later by Nazi Germany.  As the war neared its end, the Germans retreated and the Soviet Union reoccupied Lithuania.  On March 11th 1990, a year before the formal dissolution of the USSR, Lithuania became the first Soviet Republic to declare itself independent, resulting in the restoration of an independent State of Lithuania.
Since Lithuania declared its restoration of Independence, it has maintained strong democratic traditions.  It held its first independent general election in 1992, which resulted in support for the restoration of the role of President.  The Lithuanian Head of State is directly elected for a five-year term and serving a maximum of two terms. The President oversees foreign affairs and national security and is commander-in-chief; the President also appoints the Prime Minister and, on the latter’s nomination, the rest of the cabinet, as well as a number of other top civil servants and the judges for all courts. The unicameral Lithuanian parliament, the Seimas, has 141 members who are elected for four-year terms; 71 of its members are elected in constituencies, and the others in a nationwide vote by proportional representation.  Lithuania is a member of the European Union, the Council of Europe, a full member of the Eurozone, Schengen Agreement and NATO.  It is also a member of the Nordic Investment Bank, and part of Nordic-Baltic cooperation of Northern European countries.  
Lithuania has been among the fastest growing economies in the European Union.  Lithuania has a flat tax rate rather than a progressive scheme; the personal income tax (15%) and corporate tax (15%) rates are among the lowest in the EU.  The country has the lowest implicit rate of tax on capital (9.8%) and has the lowest overall taxation as a percentage of GDP (27.2%) in the European Union.  Structurally, there is a gradual but consistent shift towards a knowledge-based economy, with special emphasis on biotechnology; the major biotechnology companies and laser manufactures of the Baltics are based in Lithuania. In 2009, Barclays established Technology Centre Lithuania, one of four strategic engineering centers supporting the Barclays Global Retail Banking businesses and in 2011, Western Union opened their European Regional Operating Centre in Vilnius.  As of October 2011, Lithuania was ranked first in the world by internet upload and download speed and has Europe’s most available fiber network and penetration.
