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	Area 26,338 sq.km, Population 12.2 million – Rwandan - Hutu, Tutsi, Twa 
Languages: Kinyarwanda (Bantu) 93.2, French, English, Swahili all < 1%
Protestant 49.5%, Roman Catholic 43.7%, Muslim 2%, other 0.9. none 3.8%

	
	Labor 6.2 million: Agriculture 75.3%, Industry 6.7%, Services 18%

	
	GDP US$24.7 billion, GDP Per capita $2,100, Growth 6.1% (2017)

GDP by sector: Agriculture 30.9%, Industry 17.6%, Services 51.5%

	
	Exports US$1 billion: Coffee, Tea, Hides, Tin Ore
Partners: UAE 38.3%, Kenya 15.1%, Switzerland 9.9%, DR Congo 9.5% Imports $1.9 billion: machinery & equip. foodstuffs, steel, petroleum products, cement and construction materials
Partners: China 20.4% Uganda 11%, India 7.2%, Tanzania 5.3%, UAE 5.1%

	
	


Hunter-gatherers settled in the region that is now Rwanda in the stone and iron ages, followed later by Bantu peoples. The population coalesced into clans and later kingdoms. The Kingdom of Rwanda dominated from the mid-eighteenth century with Tutsi kings conquering militarily, centralizing power and later enacting anti-Hutu policies. Germany colonized Rwanda in 1884 as part of German East Africa, followed by Belgium, which invaded in 1916 during World War I. Both European nations ruled through the kings and perpetuated a pro-Tutsi policy. The Hutu population revolted in 1959; they massacred numerous Tutsi and ultimately established an independent, Hutu-dominated state in 1962. The Tutsi-led Rwanda Patriotic Front launched a civil war in 1990. The presidents of both Rwanda and Burundi, both Hutus, died when their plane was shot down in April 1994. Social tensions erupted in the 1994 genocide, in which Hutu extremists killed an estimated 500,000 to 1 million Tutsi and moderate Hutu. Approximately two million Hutu fled to neighboring countries, in particular Zaire (DRC). The RPF ended the genocide with a military victory, and a period of reconciliation and justice began, with the establishment of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) and the reintroduction of Gacaca, a traditional village court system.
Rwanda’s economy suffered heavily during the 1994 genocide, with widespread loss of life, failure to maintain infrastructure, and neglect of important cash crops, which caused a large drop in the GDP and destruction of the country’s ability to attract private and external investment. The economy has since strengthened, with per capita GDP at $2,100 compared with $416 in 1994. Rwanda is country of few natural resources, and the economy is based largely on agriculture. Subsistence crops grown in the country include matoke (green bananas), potatoes, bean, cassava, wheat and maize. Coffee and tea are major cash crops for export, with high altitudes, steep slopes, and volcanic soils providing favorable conditions; more than 400,000 Rwandans make their living from coffee plantations. The industrial sector is small; manufactured products include cement, agricultural products, small scale beverages, soap, furniture, shoes and textiles. Rwanda’s mining industry is an important contributor; minerals mined include, cassiterite, wolframite, gold, and coltan (columbite/tantalum) which is used in the manufacture of electronics.
Tourism is one of the fastest growing economic resources and became the countries leading exchange earner in 2007. In spite of its history, the country is increasingly perceived internationally as a safe destination, with close to 1 million visitors annually, bringing in a revenue of $450 million. The greatest contributor to this revenue is mountain gorilla tracking in the Volcanoes National Park. Rwanda is one of only two countries in which mountain gorillas can be visited safely.
